John Thoreen – The Wine Tutor

Explanation of a Wine Tutor Monologue
Monologues range widely in form and content Hamlet’s soliloquy, “To be or not to be…”, to today’s stand up comedy. The Wine Tutor’s monologue reviews the entire history and cultural depth of wine by starting with ancient literary sources such as the simple but remarkable images taken from Gilgamesh and following through to today’s world of wine. The verbal tools he uses range from a dramatist , a philosopher and some wine writers from Hellenic Greece, a Roman agriculturist, a 4th Century monk, poets from the 14th, 16th and 20th centuries to George Washington, Thomas Jefferson and the present. The tones of speech range from both comic and tragic to entrepreneurial and futuristic.
While this monologue changes frequently, it is always fairly short, 15-20 minutes. 
