John Thoreen – The Wine Tutor

Details of a Wine Game Reception before Dinner

Guests would gather at an appointed time and in an appropriate sized room or even out of doors for a casual reception.  As people arrive, The Wine Tutors greets them, introduces himself and explains how this reception is unusual: it takes the form of a wine tasting game! (If the group usually has a full bar with their receptions, that's OK. No one is forced to play the game.)

The game, for those who want to play, involves tasting two pairs of wine, "two fistedly", with no labels visible. That’s called a “blind” tasting. The procedure and “rules” are simple. Each person gets the first pair of wines, one in the left hand, and the other in the right. It’s sometimes helpful for The Wine Tutor to do a comic run through of professional tasting techniques. After they have compared the two wines, they must form a preference, A over B or B over A. Additionally, they should try to find a two or three words that explains why they prefer that wine A or B. 
That’s the tricky and also meaty part of the game. People discover quickly that it is not easy to describe wines.  The Wine Tutor conducts a straw poll, frequently revealing something close to a 50-50 split, and then asks volunteers to share their words, the reasons for the preferences. This group participation is usually both fun and enlightening. People can learn something about why they like the wines they like. And that can be taken away for use in retail stores and in restaurants.
The Wine Tutor does not lecture during this program. There's plenty of time for guests to enjoy regular reception chit-chat while tasting their wines and forming their preference. He gets the group’s attention just to conduct the straw polls and collect some adjectives. However, he is available throughout and usually the wine enthusiasts in the group will pepper him with questions. Others are welcome to talk about the weather, family, business or baseball. These usually run 45 to 60 minutes in length. The group then moves on to dinner.
 

